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Hon Robyn McSweeney 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION 
Thirty-first Report — “Mining Legislation Amendment Bill 2015” — Tabling 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [2.18 pm]: I am directed to present the thirty-first report of the 
Standing Committee on Legislation entitled “Mining Legislation Amendment Bill 2015”. 

[See paper 4060.] 

The PRESIDENT: Does the member wish to make a statement? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Yes; thank you. 

The report that I have just tabled advises the house that the committee was charged with investigating and 
reporting to the Legislative Council on the law and policy of the Mining Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. The 
committee sought submissions from stakeholders and heard evidence from witnesses in Perth and Kalgoorlie. 
Some were in support of the amendments proposed by the bill, while others had criticisms. As a number of 
matters became apparent during the committee’s investigation into the bill, the committee considered that the bill 
in its current form ought to be amended in order to properly give effect to the intentions of the policy of the bill 
and to have clear legislative effect. Such areas include a perceived lack of consultation with some sectors of the 
mining industry and the negative impact on small-scale miners if the bill remains in its current form. 

The recommended bill, if enacted, will have the effect of implementing the new environmental regime as 
originally intended, while ensuring that particular legislative uncertainties are remedied. The bill, if enacted in 
this form, would also accommodate the interests of small-scale miners in their environmental obligations. The 
majority of the committee recommends that the Legislative Council pass an amended bill. I commend the report 
to the house.  

Thirty-second Report —“Pilbara Port Assets (Disposal) Bill 2015 — Extension of Time” — Tabling 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [2.20 pm]: I am directed to present the thirty-second report of the 
Standing Committee on Legislation, “Pilbara Port Assets (Disposal) Bill 2015 — Extension of Time”. 

[See paper 4061.] 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: The report that I have just tabled advises the house that on 22 March 2016, the 
Legislative Council referred the Pilbara Port Assets (Disposal) Bill 2015 to the Standing Committee on 
Legislation for consideration and report by no later than 17 May 2016. The committee has also been given the 
power to inquire into and report on the policy of the bill. On 28 April 2016, the committee resolved to seek leave 
of the Legislative Council to extend the date on which the committee is to report from 17 May 2016 to 
25 August 2016. The committee is undertaking a concurrent inquiry into the Mining Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2015, with a reporting date of 10 May 2016. The Legislative Council is also holding its 2016–17 budget 
estimates hearings in June, which affects the availability of committee members and departmental 
representatives. This extension is therefore requested to enable the committee to properly discharge its reporting 
obligations to the house in light of the current workload of committee members and the Legislative Council and 
complexities surrounding the bill. The committee therefore requests an extension of time in which to report to 
the Legislative Council from 17 May 2016 to 25 August 2016. 

Motion 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [2.22 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the reporting date for the Standing Committee on Legislation’s inquiry into the Pilbara Port Assets 
(Disposal) Bill 2015 be extended from 17 May 2016 to no later than 25 August 2016. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon Robyn McSweeney, do you wish to seek leave to continue your remarks at a later stage 
of this sitting? 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: No, Mr President—or, do I? Yes, Mr President! 
The PRESIDENT: I thought you did! Members may recall that a Procedure and Privileges Committee report to 
the house at the moment recommends a slight change to standing order 191 that will eliminate the need to go 
through this mini-procedure. 
[Leave granted for the member’s speech to be continued at a later stage of the sitting.] 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
[Continued on page 2415.] 
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